CHAPTER X
PILSUDSKI BLOCK'S VICTORY
1930-1931
i
FROM the financial point of view Poland started 1930 well by
receiving benefits from the second Hague Conference, which was
chiefly concerned with the settlement of "Eastern Reparations/*
in connexion with the Young Plan, the first Hague Conference,
held in August 1929 having remitted them to experts for in-
vestigation and adjustment. The second conference sat from
January 3 to January 20, 1930, and settled reparations affecting
principally the Little Entente, Austria, Bulgaria, Greece and
Hungary, as well as the Great Allies and Germany, but as an
issue of this conference agreements were signed at The Hague on
February 20, 1930, by which Poland was freed from payment of
2*5 milliards of gold marks as indemnity for German State
properties in Poznania, Pomerania and Polish Upper Silesia, and
from participation in the Debts of Germany and Prussia; in
addition Poland was freed from payment of i -5 milliards of gold
crowns as indemnity for Austrian State properties in Galicia or
Austrian Silesia; and the Liberation Tax, amounting in her case
to 288 million gold francs, was cancelled*
Poland's relations with Germany during 1930 fluctuated. In
February the Polish-German agreement of October 1929 came
before the Reichsrat, which passed it. On February n the Young
Plan and the agreement were discussed by the Reichstag, but it
was not till March 12 that the plan was passed by 270 votes to
192, and the agreement by 236 to 217. On March 13 President
Hindenburg promulgated the Acts referring to the Young Plan,
but postponed signing the Act promulgating the agreement for a
week. On March 17, 1930, a treaty of commerce was signed at
Warsaw between Poland and Germany. The negotiations for it
had begun as far back as March 1925 and had been broken off
six times.